FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2000

t',}. According (o reliable data concermning
the birth of the sew meon for Remadan and
Sharwwnl this vear, it was clear that the new
moon could ot have been sighied any-
where in the Middle East on the evening of
Do & Nor the new mwoon of Shawwal
could bave been sighted on the evening of
Fan. &, However. it was announgad in many
Asaly counteies tha! Bamadan stamed on
[ree. % hased on sighting the moon the pre-
vicas might, wncl i ended in Saodi Arabin
and other countnes on Jan, 7 based on eye
sighting. May [ask how 15 this possible and
why are nol astionomnical date aken into
consideration in these marters?

Al AL Maeenai
Pakistan

Al This is only one of mary letters | have
received on the -uh»|-:|:| of \.L:II][|1”||1|E the
bepinning and ending of the fasting manth
on the basis of the sightng of the new
o, Practically all I|||_.'\.|_" letlers reler o
B accuracy of the astmonomical calculaton
of the bivth of every: new moon and ihe fag
that this coald bBe done well in advance. In
fact it can be caleulaad

The s s1ght1ng of the moon anc t 2 start o 'aétmg

However, many  scholars, particularly
those whe have the moble atitede of st
L'ull-:n-.-ing of the Sunnah, maintain thai i is
nesessary to sight the moon with our eyes,
and not rely on -:I"-.ul]'U]H.'lII.'IiLM caleulation,
accurale as 1 may be, They cite in favor of
their argument he Hadith: “We are an un-
lemered community, nod versed inowritine
or arithmetic. Therefore, fast when vou
sight the new moon and end vour fsting
when voa sight it {again).” They insist that
zuch sighting is the only way of following
the Frophet's instructions. Hence an.u
people come forward (o lesify that they
have sighted the new moon, they have no
Ccplion but o act on their testimony.

A number of points may be msed i ths
connection. The Grest and maost valid is that
it 15 wrong 1o ignore completely the in-
formation gained through astronomical cal-
culation in favor of sizhiing with the naked
eve. Indeed, the twoe methods can easily be
smploved together, without fear of contra-
diction, p.'uni: ulurly when we fake into
consideration whal scholars like As-Subki
have sand. What the auhorities concemed
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cxplains how o determine the beginning
and end of Kamadan, The Hadith specifies
the condition of the huslim cv.'Jnn'urn'uLnir::,I ail
the time of the Prophet. [t does not make the
state of being unlettered a permanent one
which the Mushms must always maintaon,
In faer Islam encourages learning  and
makes it 2 duty of the Mushim community to
acquire knowledge in every field, There-
fore, when the community is no longer wn-
leticred, 1w should resort to the two arcas
which help it in s aflwirs, writing and
arithmmenc,. When we know  that astro-
momical calenlation provides us with cer-
tain knowledge, it is-not right from the Is-
lamic point of view 1 ignoee i in favor of
e method which E:i"n:.\' Lis 1'|I'||‘:|- asshed
knowledge.

W' hat happened last Eamadan was that it
was absolutely conflicmed on e basis of
astronamy  that the new moon was im
possible o sight anywhers in the Middle
Eust, Asia. Africa and Europe on the eve-
ning of Jan, & Yet that evening it was de
clared thar winesses  have  estificd o
sighting it, and Ramadan was ended that
might. Here we

many  hundred  years in
advance. Hence the wris-
crs question the wisdom
ol sizhting the new maon

THE DISCOURSE

have o case of “as
sumed” knowledge
contradicting “ocer-
mmn” knowledee,

wilh the nuked eve as the sale method of
conficming the beginning and end of Junar
months, Indeed the question 15 raised prac-
teully every vear, Becanse there is seldom
i year when the sighting of the new moon s
nal sebject o controversy.

Scholirs differ marked|y over the ques-
ticn of using any method o sight the new
moon and confirm the beginning and end of
any lomar month, particulardy Ramadan.
Those whix have o good idea of the modern
science of astronomy and Lthe accurncy it
wchieves i caloulming the position of stars
and planets so much in advance have no
qualms abowl relving on this science o de-
icrming the beginning of cach lunzr month.
This s mor new o Islamic scholarship.
Leading scholurs of older dmes, such as
Imam  As-Subki,  acknowledged  thin
knowledge gained throush astronomical
calculation is cortain, while that gained
Hroegh observation with the naked eye 12
assied.

with issning Islamic rulings, or faiwa.
should do is o assign the sk of sighting
the moon 1o a number of commitess, with
three peopls in each commities, working in
different areas of the country and sending
information on the results of their mission
direcily 1o Dar Al-If, I5 po comnnites is
ahle to sizht the moom in the aea assigned
1 ik then no ather wesfimony should be en-
tertaingd. [ the commitlces are briefed
aboant the caleulation of the birth of the new
moon, they will be able 1w combine that
knowladge with the resulis of their own
mmssions. Thus we avold any mistakes n
the sichtine and benelt by astronomical
caloulimaen, O Fastng would be more ac
curite than i is the case af present,

The Hadith quoted above has a clear in-
dication that calewlation has a clear mels in
the determination of the begioning and end
of the moath of Eamadan, The Prophet
says, “We are an unlettered communicy, not
versed in writing or arithmetic.” He Lhen

The frst should hive been tested thorangh-
]_-.- and r¢_i¢r.|¢~:j\ fike a court rmay :rn:jc.:l: the
iestimony  of 2 wilness  afler  cross-
examination. The point s that il 05 perfectly
possible not o see something when i s
present, n::-ul |1 is impossible 10 see some-
:hmg when it is noc there. If the moon is not
born et how can 1t be sighted? To end such
cases of wrong wﬁiiin-:‘u'lzr. the authosites
comerned should play a more active part in
ihe process and assign the task of sighting
the moon 10 commissions as has been ex-
plained.

Thizs method 1s followed in some coun
tnes and it fias proved o be a far more re-
liable method than leuving the maticr open
for anyone to coms forward o lestify, After
all we have no way of asceriaining that what
such people say is comect. It remains the
duty of the concerned avthorities o employ
the Best availnble means i ensure the cor-
rect start and fnish of one of the most im-
poriant acts of worship in lalam,

lllustration 1: Article in Saudi Arabian Newspaper: Arab News, February 11, 2000, about the inaccuracy of EidUIFitr 1420 date.
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Sheikh Qardawi: Friday is the completion of the holy month of Ramadaan.

Taking the confirmed astronomical calculations, Sheik Yousof Al-Qardawi has casuist that Friday, Jan 7th is the 30th day of the holy month of Ramadaan.
And that the Muslims in the countries that announced Friday to be the first of the Eid like Saudi Arabia, Palestine, Qatar, UAE, and others. They should
start Eid on Friday, and fast a day later instead of it. Previous astronomical calculations have confirmed without a shadow of a doubt that sighting the
crescent on Thursday was impossible. Consequently, if the calculations showed that there is no Moon to be seen, people should not be asked to fetch it,
and no testimony of sighting it should be accepted. Sheik Qardawi has manifested that if a country should announce a day as the first of Ramada or
Shawwal, then it is held responsible. And the citizens of that country must oblige to that. Because there shouldn't be two parties in the same country, one
is fasting, the other is feasting. If it's hard or impossible for the whole nation to meet on the same feasting day, then it's not hard for the people of one
country to do so. Finally Sheik Qardawi stated" He who believes in the credibility of the astronomical calculations and feasted on Friday, should fast a day
instead of it".

Illustration 2: Sheikh Yusuf AlQaradawi’s Fatwa: Those who followed Saudi announcement for Eid 1420H should make up one missed fast.
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In the name of Allaah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
Arab Union of Astronomy & Social Sciences (AUASS) on Saudi decision of EidUIAdha 1420H: Seeing the crescent last Thursday was impossible
London - Quds Press. Ref.: http://www jas.org.jo/shw20.html#aua

A statement made by the AUASS (The Arab Union for Astronomy & Space Sciences) has strictly exiled the possibility of seeing the Shawwal crescent on
Thursday, Jan 6th. " It was only possible to see it on Friday or Saturday", stated the AUASS. The statement made it clear that the countries in which Friday
was the first day of the Eid, were obviously wrong. "It boldly contradicts with the simplest scientific facts". AUASS has shown it's great regret and marveling
over the fragmented beginnings of the Holy months. Adding that the Islamic world had celebrated the Eid in four different days all over the Globe. "Nigeria
has announced Thursday, Jan 6th to be the first day of the Fitter feast, whereas Saudi Arabia and other countries declared it on Friday, Jan 7th. Most of the
rest of the Islamic world made Saturday, Jan 8th their first Eid day, and some left it till Sun, Jan 9th".

"As for the crescent of Shawwal", adds AUASS. "The geocentric conjunction occurred on Thursday at 18:14 UT. The conjunction is the same meaning of the
new moon, or the wane phase. It happens when the moon comes between the Earth and the Sun, that we only see the dark side of the moon. The crescent
starts to appear after 12-20 hours of the conjunction”.

"If we want to sight a crescent after the sunset, then the conjunction should have occurred 12-20 hours earlier than the sunset". Said the statement. It also
emphasized that the Sun went down in Mecca at 17:44 Saudi time on Thursday Jan 6th. Whereas the conjunction occurred at 21:14 Saudi time of that day
(UT+3). Which means that the conjunction happened after the sunset in Saudi Arabia and not before. Which makes the sighting of the crescent from Saudi
Arabia not only not possible on Thursday, but also completely impossible.

AUASS also said that the sighting of the crescent from all of the Islamic countries was impossible on Thursday Jan 6th. Adding: "The sighting of the crescent
wasn't that easy even on Friday. For the astronomical calculations has shown that the crescent won't be seen after the sunset on Friday from Indonesia,
Malaysia, India, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, and most of Iran. Where it was possible to see it throw a telescopes in parts of Iran, the gulf
countries, Iraq, Yemen, Jordan, Palestine, Egypt, Tunis, Libya, and Algeria. Where in Mauritania, Morocco, and all the rest of the western countries you may
get a clear eye sighting of the crescent on that day". "Assuming the actual sighting of the crescent, Saturday, Jan 8th should be the first day of the Eid in the
countries that were able to see the crescent on Friday, and to be on Sunday in the countries that were able to see the crescent on Saturday only".

The statement of AUASS declared that one announcement - based on no scientific facts - of one country, made millions of Muslims skip a day of fasting and
to start Eid on Friday. Stating: " There are some countries where they trust the calculations of their astronomers, and their credibility, refused to accept such
an announcement. Which accepting it shows the ignorance of those who believed it".

Concluding, AUASS stated: "The first country able to sight the crescent was Iran, and through a telescope only. Irani observers couldn't see it by naked
eyes. And we wonder! How did - he who ever claimed that he saw the crescent - see it on Thursday, 24 hours prior to the first sighting with the telescope?"

Finally, AUASS saluted the governors of the countries that announce Saturday or Sunday to be the first of the Eid.

Illustration 3: Arab Union of Astronomy & Social Sciences (AUASS) on error in Saudi decision of EidUIAdha 1420H date.
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! Sighting of Hilaal in a country does not'mean that all other countries have to foflow.

; Quest/on Appearance of Ramadaan Hilaal or Shawwal Hilaal differs between Musling countries. So should the Muslims fast if the Hilaal appeérs in one of those
&_r_:guntnes7 __—*

Answer: The scholars have difference of opinion regarding the issue of Hilaal. Some of them view that if Ramadaan Hilaal appears in K place per Islamic rules,
s0 all Muslims should start fasting. And if Shawwal Hilaal appears, all Muslims should break fast.

And this is famous in the Figh of Imam Ahmad. And from this e.g. if we see the Hilaal in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, then it is’ |ncumbent onall Musllms inall
countries to follow this sighting for fasting in case of Ramadaan and for breaking the fast in case of Shawwal. And it was based on an open statement of Allah
(SWT) in the Qur'an: Fa man shahida minkum ash-shahr fal yasumh. and the open statement of the Hadith from our Prophet (PBUH): ): if you saw it fast, and if
you saw it, break the fast.

And some scholars who say that it is not necessary to fast from the appearance of Ramadaan Hilaal, nor to break fast in Shawwal, except for the one who saw
the Hilaal or agreed on the sighting in the Matale of Hilaal, because Matale of Hilaal differs, as agreed by people who know. So if there are any differences (of
Matale), each country must follow their own sighting. If a country agrees in the Matale of Hilaal, it follows, otherwise not.

And this is what the Sheikhul Islam Ibn Taimiyah RHA chose. And he based this on the word of Allah (SWT): Fa man shahida minkum ash-shahr fal yasumh.
and the Hadith of the prophet (SAW): if you saw it fast, and if you saw it, break the fast. i.e. by the same daleel / method, which was used by the ones who
obligate (all to follow one sighting), but Ibn Taimiyah who bases on the same Ayah and Hadith, differs (in his conclusions). If the ruling was to follow the witness
and the sighter, so the ones who did not witnessed or saw it, the ruling will not be obligated on them. And if the Matale (sighting) differs, so the ruling of Hilaal
cannot be generalized (for them).

And this is for sure a strong argument to use, based on proof (daleel) and strengthened by viewpoint and giyas (analogy).

AlShaykh lbn Othaimeen

Chapter: Rules of starting and ending a month and the sighting of Hilaal

Book: Fatawa Islamiyah: AbdulAziz Bin Baaz, Muhammad Bin Saleh Bin Othaimeen, Abdullah Bin AbdurRahmaan AlJibreen; Darul Watan Publishers

Illustration 4: Sheikh AlOthaimeen (RH) supports Ikhtilaaf AIMatale (Local Sighting); also says Sheikh Ibn Taimiya supported Ikhtilaaf AIMatale.
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Saudi Aalim Asks Muslims in N. America NOT to pray Eid on Day after Arafah

(Famous Saudi Aalim and Faqih, Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Salih Al-Uthaimeen tells Muslims about the correct date of Eid al-Adha in N. America to
be on 10th Zul-Hijja of North America, and not the day-after Arafah in Makkah, as some claim.)

From: Abdulrahman bin Abdallah Al-khalidy (Ithaca, NY)
Al Hamdulillah wa salatu wa salamu ala rasulillah,

| was troubled when | read the e-mails regarding the discrepancies in deciding the first day of Dhil-Hijjah which would mean that we will have to
accommodate two separate dates for the Day of Arafah and the Eid. | called Sheikh Mohammad bin Uthaymeen and asked him about this particular situation
and his position has relieved me; wal Hamdulillah.

Q: Should we abide by the local sighting in determining the Eid-al-Adha or should we follow the pilgrims' schedule, knowing that North America
sighting of crescent may come a day before Saudi Arabia's sighting?

A: "You should abide by the city you're living in."

Q: This means that we will fast the 9th of Zul-Hijja of North America and pray Eid on 10th Zul-Hijja of North America!
A: "Yes, and this is what you should do without any (Haraj) or mental anxiety."

Any questions regarding this conversation? Contact oa12@cornell.edu

Wish you good luck in fulfilling the Ibadah, fasting on the 9th Zul-hijja based on your area moonsighting and celebrating Eid-al-Adha on 10th Zul-hijja. Those
who do it this way, they would have followed the Sunnah of the Prophet. May Allah bless you all.

WalHamdulillahi RabbilAlameen [Ref: CFCO] http://www.ummah.net/moonsighting/fatawah/saudalim.htm

Illustration 5: Sheikh AlOthaimeen (RH) supports Ikhtilaaf AIMatale (Local Sighting) for all 12 months including DhulHijja (EidUIAdha).



In the name of Allaah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Sheikh Muhammad bin Saleh AlOthaimeen Fatwa on Eclipse & Dates il
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This verse indicates that the moon in the night of the Hilaal, follows the sun.
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But the rules that the Almighty Allah laid down concerning the sun and the moon
of this world are fixed, and do not change, except in case of a miracle for a
Prophet or in the honor of a Wali (closely befriended man to the Almighty Allah).
This is written by Muhammad AsSaleh AlOthaimeen 30/1/1412H.

lllustration 6: Sheikh AlOthaimeen (RH)’s Fatwa on Solar Eclipse and Hilaal dates.
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Illustration 7: The visible Hilaal is usually a day after the invisible astronomical new moon birth (when sun, moon and earth are in a straight line).

Illustration 8: MoonCalc from http://www.ummah.net/ildl/mooncalc.html Areas outside the “Lunar Date Line” curve see hilaal next day.




